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his movements could be carefully watched by the Govern-
ment. On his way downcountry. he was invited ty Mr*
Cherry, the Company's resident at Benares, to breakfast:
, and to Mr, Cherry's house he came attended by a large
retinue.
4 e It had been previously intimated to Mr. Cherry that his appearance
was hostile, and that he ought to be on his guard, but he unfortunately
disobeyed the caution. Vizier Ally made many complaints of the Com-
pany's treatment of him, and, having continued his strain of reproach
against them for some time, he finally gave the dreadful signal to his
attendants who rushed in at the moment and literally cut Mr. Cherry to-
pieces.*' Asiatic Journal, Feb., 1818, p. 191.
He had evidently plotted a general massacre, but suc-
ceeded only in killing Mr. Cherry, Captain Conway, and
Mr. Eobert Graham, whom he met on the way to the house
of Mr. Davis* Mr. Davis' defence of his house until the
arrival of the Cavalry from Secrole is one of the finest
chapters in the annals of British gallantry.
The account in the Asiatic Journal continues :—
'' On the discomfiture, however, of the assassin, he sought refuge with
the Rajah of Berar, a powerful and independent chief, who refused to
give him up unless under a stipulation of his life being spared. To this it
was thought prudent to accede, and being accordingly delivered into-
our hands, he was brought down to Calcutta, and confined at Fort William
in a sort of iron cage, where he died at the age of thirty-six years, after an
imprisonment of seventeen years and some odd months. *7
The following extract is of additional interest because
it records the interment of a royal princeling in the neigh-
bourhood of Vizier Ali :—
V Vizier Ally, who had been so many years a State prisoner in Fort William
for the murder of Mr. Cherry and others at Benares, died on Thursday last.
He was thirty-six years of age, and had been nearly half that tame in solitary
confinement. Arrangements had been completed, by which he was to have
been removed to Vellore, where he would have enjoyed comparative liberty
and comfort, and the delay was only occasioned by the unfavourableness of
the season. The hum^e intentions of the Government had been communi-
cated to him, and were acknowledged with becoming gratitude. He is said
to have died of water in the chest. He was buried at Casse Bagaun, near the
Circular Road, not far distant from the grave of one of Tippoo Sultan's sons.' *
Calcutta Gazette, May 22, 1817.
It is said that no less than 30 lacs of rupees were
expended on the festivities connected with Vizier AJFs
wedding in 1794 : 70 rupees sufficed for his funeral

